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remembered, and it is one of the curiosities of this
period of history, that the elder Bourbons, who in
practice gave very wide room to political freedom,
did not expressly admit the modern theory of popular
government; while the Bonapartes, who proclaimed
the theory without qualification, maintained in practice
a rigid despotism-
Popular government was introduced into Spain
just when the fortune of war was declaring itself de-
cisively in favour of Wellington and the English
army. The Extraordinary Cortes signed at Cadiz a
Constitution, since then famous in Spanish politics
as the Constitution of 1812, which proclaimed in its
first article that sovereignty resided in the nation*
Ferdinand VIL, on re-entering Spain from France,
repudiated this Constitution, denouncing it as Jaco-
binical ; and for about six years he reigned as abso*
lutely as any of his forefathers. Bxit in 1820 General
Biego, who was in command of a large force stationed
near Cadiz, headed a military insurrection in which
the mob joined ; and the King submitted to the Con-
stitution of 1812. In 1823 the foreign invader
appeared ; the French armies entered Spain at the
instigation of the Holy Alliance, and re-established
Ferdinand's despotism, which lasted till his death,
Popular government was, however, reintroduced by
his widow as Regent for his daughter, no doubt for
the propose of strengthening Isabella's title to the